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Their publication naturally did tremendous harm to the
German cause in America, and the whole of the propaganda
there had either to be discontinued or switched into fresh
channels.
* These Idiotic Yankees*
Papen could not deny himself a personal letter on the
subject to his wife, who was then living in Germany.
The consequence of this letter was that Berlin was
obliged to recall him immediately, at the request of the
American Government.
Among the American journalists whose relations with
Papen were very close was one James J. F. Archibald.
This man enjoyed Papen's special confidence, and when
Archibald was leaving for Germany on soth August 1915,
Papen gave him this letter for his wife, which contained,
among others, the following sentences :
* They unluckily stole from the good Albert in the
Elevated, a whole thick portfolio. , . . Well! one must
after all expect things like this to happen. How splendid on
the Eastern Front! I always say to these idiotic Yankees
that they should shut their mouths, or better still express their
admiration for all that heroism.3
Was it stupidity, or a peculiarly unfortunate chain of
accidents ? The English stumbled on James J. F. Archi-
bald's brief-case when they searched his luggage at Fal-
mouth. In doing so they found this letter of Papen's, and
full of malicious joy they fell over themselves in their haste
to cable it word for word to America.
A howl of indignation went up from the whole American
Press and public. c Idiotic Yankees,9, forsooth ! That then
was the feeling of an official representative in America for
his hosts ! Animosity against Herr von Papen became so
great that a salvo of attacks was let fly at him.
His ejection would probably have followed hard on the
heels of this storm, had not the Austrian Ambassador, Dr.
Dumba, as persona non grata> been requested to quit his
post-at Washington.